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Rains Hit
Other S.C.
ections

LAURENS,S.C. (AP)—A
shopping center was flooded,
houses were evacuated, and
cars were washed away in a
midmorning Friday flash flood
of the Little River, swollen by
heavy upstate rains.

“It just jumped up,” was the
description given by J. W.
Hamilton, operator of a boat
shop on the banks of a tributary
of the Little River.

No one was reported hurt in
the flooding, but 30 National
Guardsmen were brought in to
patrol the roped-off shopping
center, whose stocks were
being evacuated late into the
day.

A U. S. 76 Bypass bridge oye
the ElBuEri og)'f_ﬁe ElEeE EwEr
Wwas closed because of a g
hole 3 1o Wide across
three of it: es.

ommy Young, manager of

the Edwards 5 and 10, said he
noticed the water was four to
five inches deep in the parking
lot as the flooding started, and
15 minutes later it was 4 to 5
feet deep in the store.” James
May and Lamar LeCroy of the
Belk’s Department Store ad-
joining the shopping center said
they had to climb up on the
roof of their one-story building
to escape the flooding.

Hamilton said 13 of 14 boats
on trailers at his shop on the
tributary about 100 yards down
from the shopping center, were
saved, although they washed
away, by mooring them and
their trailers. He said the lines
held.

However, he reported losing
2,000 to 3,000 tires that floated
off.

Most cars that were washed
into the stream were recov-
ered, but some still were in the
receding flood waters at night-
fall.

Estimates were t! ater
1ve t0_seve eet

fﬁ?‘kmg lot were mundated
along with a soft drink truck
making a delivery.

Some of the residents along
the bank of the stream that
winds through the town were
taken to safety by boat, while
others made it directly to near-
by higher ground.

About 50 people were evac-
uated, with the Red Cross pro-
viding temporary shelter. The
flood waters had abated by late
afternoon.

There was no estimate of
damage. A shopping center
spokesman noted that insur-
ance policies do not cover
flooding in the area.
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Flash Floods Cause Service

Breaks, Damage, Rescues

By GLORIA FAIR
Staff Writer

The Farrs heard it raining
outside, but they had heard the
rain lots of times. They knew
the rain seemed to go forever,
not relenting for even 15
minutes in its downpour, but
they did not become alarmed.
They were safe and dry inside
their home on Honeysuckle
Road.

What they didn’t know was
that they were about to be
flooded out of that home.

“I didn’t know the water was
that high,” Mrs. Willie Edward
Farr said Friday. “The rain
woke me up a couple of times
but it didn’t worry me.”

When it did worry the family
was when someone knocked on
their door between 5 and 6
Friday and told them that they
should leave before the waters
rose any higher.

“The water was up on the
porch,” she ‘said. “It hadn’t
started coming in the house yet,
but it looked like any minute it
would spill over.”

There were five people in the
house: Mr. and Mrs. Farr and

Union’s Rain
Was Biggest

UNION — The largest amount
of rainfall recorded in the past
10 years in Union County oc-
curred Thursday night.

M. C. Murphy, who operates
an official weather reporting
station west of Union, says the

.55 inches recorded bet

that length of time during hi
SeTvice as a weather OPserver.
The hard rain began about 5
p.m. Thursday and continued
throughout the night, causing a
section of Pine Street to give
way. The street was closed
between Goss Avenue and Park
Drive.
Police

reported several

wrecks associated with the rain.
No injuries were reported.

their children Bruce, Willie Jr.
and Randall. “The kids were
scared,” Mrs. Farr said, ‘“‘but
we got out all right.”

The Farrs were moved by the
North Spartanburg Area Fire
Department, which had gotten
calls saying residents of
Honeysuckle Road might be in
danger of rising waters.

“We were able to walk out of
the house,” Mrs. Farr said,
“but we had to wade through
knee-deep water to get to the
truck. We were glad to get out.”

Although the inside of the
house was not damaged, the
Farrs’ car which was parked in
the yard received considerable
damage. “My husband says it
will have to have a new motor,”
Mrs. Farr said. “The water
drowned out the motor and got
down in the carburetor.”

The Farrs were able to return
to their home later in the
morning and Mrs. Farr
remarked Friday that when it
starts raining hard again,
We’re gettint out.”

THERE WERE three other
families living in mobile homes
in the same area who also had to
be evacuated. They were the
homes of Charles VanPatton,

Boyce Smith and Jerry Pack.
The frailers were on higher
ground than the Farr home and
the water did not do as much
damage. One of the trailers,
closest to the creek which runs
through the area, received
some damage but the owners
did not leave their home.

The rain which caused all the
damage began as a light drizzle
around 3:30 p. m. Thursday and
reached its peak between 3 and
4 Friday morning.

The City Communications
Department reported traffic
lights out at the intersection of
Briarwood Road and W. O.
Ezell Boulevard shortly before 7
a. m. Friday and patrol units
were on duty to direct traffic
until Duke Power could restore
power.

Two trucks were kept busy
removing vehicles stalled by
flood waters which created
tfraffic jams around the Qcity.
One traffic lane on Pine Street
was closed.

M. A. Fleming, State High-
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reporte at several state
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Telephone began experiencing
cable damage as the rain
continued. J. T. Cothran of that
office reported widespread
cable trouble in the nor-
theastern section of the Spar-
tanburg District that affected
local service and long distance
services in many areas. Long-
distance circuits in the areas of
Boiling Springs, Green Creek,
Landrum, Columbus and Tryon
were affected.

Cothran said repairmen
worked all of Thursday night
and throughout Friday to
restore the service, and that he
anticipated all troubles to be
cleared by noon today.

The weatherman at the
Greenville-Spartanburg Airport
reported rainfall of 6.21 inches
during the 24-hour period

were ending at 7 a.m. Friday. In

the official

€ mgnt.
¢ 03 at the ﬁer iver was was 6.17 inches.
S ey




Friday afternoon, Chuck Allen, 18, left, and Mike
Metcalf, 19, await rescuers’ attempts to bring them
ashore. The young men and a companion, Mike
Thrasher, 17, all of Spartanburg, were in a small boat
which capsized in the rain-swelled water in Allen

STRANDED AT MIDSTREAM in Lawson’s Fork Creek

Acres. Allen swam to shore to call for he|p; then re-

turned to help Thrasher swim the short distance to
shallower water. He later aided members of the Whit-
ney Rescue Squad in bringing Metcalf to safety.
(Photo by Leslie Duggins of B&B Studio)

Teenagers Safe And Dry
After Incident On Creek

By SUSAN LANCASTER
Staff Writer

Three Spartanburg teeniagers are home safe and dry
today following a Friday afternoon outing on Lawson’
Fork Cregk that could have cost them their lives:

It began Friday when Mike Thrasher, 17, of 825
Hillwood Ave., Chuck Allen, 18, of 929 Barnwell Road,
and Mike Metcalf, 19, of 1006 Mayview St., decided to try
the waters of rain-engorged Lawson’s Fork Creek. They
launched their small, flat-bottomed boat into the river
near Barnwell Road in Allen Acres and planned to float
downstream to a flooded pasture.

About halfway to their destination, the boat missed a
wide curve in the swiftly flowing water and capsized on a
clump of trees and brush at midstream.

The young men tried shouting for help but their
voices went unheard in the heavily wooded area. Allen
jumped into the current and swam to shore. He went to a
nearby house, asked the residents to call for a rescue unit
and returned to the river.

The water at midstream was about six feet deep but
it was only a short distance to shallower water. Allen
swam back out to his friends and helped Thrasher swim
ashore,

The Whitney Rescue Squad arrived at about 4 p.m.

and Captain Bill Kerns asked Allen to assist in the
rescue of Metcalf, who was stranded on a single tree
away from where the boat capsized.

Allen returned to the larger clump of brush and
helped rescue workers string nylon lifelines to the par-
tially submerged trees.

In the meantime, neighborhood residents tried to
notify the young men’s parents of their situation. Edward
Marshall Metcalf sped to the scene of the rescue on his
son’s motorcycle. About a block from the scene, the
motorcycle slid in gravel while rounding a curve and
overturned.

Metcalf ran the remaining distance to the river and’
was given emergency medical treatment for head and
arm injuries, :

The younger Metcalf’s rescue took about an hour and
a half because of difficulty in securing life jackets for
him and the workers and because of the swiftness of the
current. One of the workers finally had to jump into the
water upstream and float down to Metcalf to help him
into a life jacket. He was then pulled to the larger clump
of brush and then ashore. Allen followed when Metcalf
was safe.

Metcalf and his father were taken to General
Hospital where they were treated and released.
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— Some 10 to 15 families were left  mailbox, with lower portion being reflection. Laurens Plaza
homeless by a flash flood that struck Laurens Friday morn-  Shopping Center was covered with some seven feet of water
ing shortly after 9 o’clock. This is the home of the Curtis and although officials would not make an estimate, damage
Russ family where the water reaches halfway up the door-  mot covered by insurance may exceed $1 million. (Photo for
way and was waist deep in the living room. Water reaches  The Greenville News by Jim Kluttz)




