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WELCOME 

Welcome to the Public Information Meeting (PIM) 

hosted by the South Carolina Department of 

Transportation (SCDOT) for the proposed safety 

improvements to US 176 St. James Avenue.  Your 

attendance and feedback are very important 

components of the project development process.  The 

purpose of this meeting is to provide you with an 

opportunity to review and comment on the proposed 

improvements.  Representatives of SCDOT are available 

to address any questions or concerns that you may have 

regarding the project.   

 

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 

This project was initiated by SCDOT’s Office of Traffic 

Safety.  The Office of Traffic Safety uses a data driven 

approach to identify intersections and corridors that 

could benefit the most from safety improvements.   

They identified this section of St. James Avenue as a 

potential safety project and hired local engineering firm 

Stantec to conduct a Road Safety Assessment (RSA).  

The RSA began with detailed data collection and 

analysis of the crashes that were occurring.  A 

multidisciplinary team was formed to provide a variety 

of perspectives.   The team included SCDOT, Federal 

Highway Administration, Stantec, City of Goose Creek, 

Berkeley County and Goose Creek Police Department.  

The team identified safety improvements that were 

documented in the RSA. 

 

The proposed improvements being discussed today are 

based on the RSA.  The proposed project intends to 

improve both safety and traffic operations along the US 

176 St. James Avenue corridor. 

REQUESTED FEEDBACK 

You are welcome to submit written comments about 

the project by either of the following: 

1. Completing a Comment Form and leaving it in 

the comment box located in this meeting room. 

2. Mailing or emailing your comments by August 

24, 2018 using the contact information below: 

Mr. Brett McCutchan, PE, PTOE 

South Carolina Department of Transportation 

P.O. Box 191 

Columbia, SC  29202-0191 

mccutchaBJ@scdot.org 

 

SCDOT will respond to all comments.  Each comment 

will be made part of the official public meeting file, 

which will be available for review, along with the 

displays and public meeting handout, at SCDOT’s 

Headquarters – 955 Park Street, Columbia, SC 29201.  

Information and materials presented at this meeting 

will also be available online, via SCDOT’s website at: 

http://arcg.is/1W4jiG 

or  

http://www.scdot.org 

Public Involvement Portal/Public Comment 
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RAISED MEDIANS 

Raised medians are a key component of the project’s 

safety improvements. The medians will significantly 

reduce the number of conflict points, simplify driver 

decision making and reduce crash potential.   Raised 

medians have been implemented successfully on 

numerous other roadways like St. James Avenue.   

 

Research conducted on other median projects has 

shown them to be proven safety countermeasures: 

 

• Conversion from Flush Medians to Raised 
Medians reduces crashes by 15-57% 

• Accidents related to U-turn and left turns at 
median openings occur “very infrequently” 

• Only 1% of 7,717 accidents studied involved a 
U-turn at a median opening 

 
Source: NCHRP Report 524 – Safety of U-Turns at 
Unsignalized Median Openings: TRB; 2004 Highway 
Safety  
 
Research also recognizes their benefits:  

 

• Uniform traffic flow while concentrating and 
improving left turns and U-turns 

• Reduce crash rates and points of conflict 

• Pedestrian refuge at mid-block and intersection 
crossings 

• Landscaping opportunities providing aesthetic 
benefits 

• Better access management results 
 

Source: Access Management Manual, TRB Committee, 
www.accessmanagement.gov; 2004 
 

 

Despite some initial concerns before construction, 
median projects have little to no overall adverse impact 
on adjacent businesses: 
 

• Iowa study found about 80% of businesses 
along corridors with medians stated that the 
level of sales were as high or higher with 
installation of medians.  It also found 
thoroughfares with completed medians tended 
to have higher retail sales. 

• Texas study found business owners reported 
that the volume of pass-by traffic did not 
change.  It also noted employment in area 
businesses experienced a boost after the 
installation of a median.   

• Kansas study found that 14 of 15 businesses 
studied were either upgraded or retained the 
same use.  One business had closed.   

• South Carolina study of 17 corridors found that 
local/regional economic conditions likely caused 
a decrease in sales volume, but installation of 
raised medians did not affect business sales.  
 

(List of sources available upon request.) 

 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 

Task Anticipated Start Date 

Environmental Document 

/ Preliminary Design 
Fall 2018 

Right of Way Acquisition/ 

Construction Plans 
Early 2019 

Construction Spring 2020 

 

Title VI Compliance: 
SCDOT complies with all requirements set forth by Federal regulations issued by the U.S. DOT under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, as amended. Any person who believes that he or she has been discriminated against because of race, color, religion, sex, age, 

handicap or disability, or national origin under a program receiving federal aid has the right to file a complaint with SCDOT. The 

complaint shall be filed with the Title VI Program Compliance Coordinator, at the Office of Business Development & Special Programs, 

955 Park Street, Suite 117, Columbia, SC 29201 or at (803) 737-5095. The complaint should be submitted no later than 180 days after the 

date of the alleged act of discrimination. It should outline as completely as possible the facts and circumstances of the incident and should 

be signed by the person making the complaint. 

http://www.accessmanagement.gov/

