
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 www.scdot.org 

Post Office Box 191 An Equal Opportunity 

955 Park Street Affirmative Action Employer 

Columbia, SC 29202-0191 855-GO-SCDOT (855-467-2368) 

October 9, 2025 

 

Re: Letter of Intent to prepare an Environmental Assessment of the Proposed Interstate 26 (I-26) 

Corridor Improvements (Mile Marker 172 to 187) in Dorchester and Berkeley Counties, South 

Carolina 

 

To Whom It May Concern:  

The South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT), in cooperation with the 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes to widen approximately 15 miles of I-26 from 

just west of the existing interchange of I-26 and US Highway 15 (US 15, Exit 172 A-B) to just 

west of the I-26 and South Carolina 27 (SC 27) interchange (Exit 187). The project would include 

adding a travel lane in each direction of I-26, grading median/outside shoulders, installing median 

barrier walls and/or cable guardrail, replacing 11 bridges (including 5 overpass bridges, 4 mainline 

bridges, and 2 interchange overpasses), addressing 6 hydrological box culverts and 2 “access” box 

culverts, and making drainage improvements. The interchange overpass improvements would 

include improving the ramps and associated frontage roads at Exits 172 and 177. The proposed 

project would address existing and future traffic conditions while improving mobility and 

operations of local roadways in the project study area (PSA) (see attached figure). 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this project and to initiate interagency 

coordination to assist in project scoping regarding the potential social, economic, and 

environmental impacts related to the proposed project. SCDOT, in consultation with FHWA, is 

preparing an environmental assessment (EA) to evaluate the benefits and impacts from the 

proposed project, in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 

implementing regulations. 

As part of project development, preliminary data and information have been collected. A 

review of available mapping, including the National Wetland Inventory, aerial photography, and 

topographic mapping indicates the presence of streams and wetlands within the PSA.   

In accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, appropriate documentation 

will be prepared for the project and will include a species database search and field survey for 

federally protected species. In addition, a cultural resources assessment survey will be completed 

in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 

A noise analysis will also be conducted for the proposed improvements to predict future 

noise levels in accordance with SCDOT’s Traffic Noise Abatement Policy. The noise analysis will 

model individual noise receptors, potential sensitive receptors within the PSA, and will measure 

and model existing noise levels and predict future noise levels. 

To ensure that the impacts of the proposed project are fully evaluated, we request your 

written response concerning any beneficial or adverse impacts of the project relating to the interest 
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of your agency. We look forward to receiving your comments on the project within 30 days of 

receipt of this letter. Comments should be addressed to: 

 

C.T. York 

South Carolina Department of Transportation  

Project Manager 

Post Office Box 191 

Columbia, SC 29201 

 

Or by email: i26improvements@scdot.org 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Bill Jurgelski 

RPG 1 (Lowcountry) NEPA Coordinator 

 

CC:  Chad Long, SCDOT 

mailto:i26improvements@scdot.org
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From: Jurgelski, William, M.
To: Jurgelski, William, M.
Bcc: "Dawson, Aaron (FHWA)"; "jermaine.hannon@dot.gov"; "Brad.J.Carey@usace.army.mil";

"ann.eaddy@usace.army.mil"; "brian.hardee@usace.army.mil"; "ivan.fannin@usace.army.mil";
"Christopher.D.Mims@usace.army.mil"; "Melanie_olds@fws.gov"; "holly_t_gaboriault@fws.gov";
"Lisia.J.Kowalczyk2@uscg.mil"; "Randall.D.Overton@uscg.mil"; "Jennifer.N.Zercher@uscg.mil";
"gary.l.tomasulo@uscg.mil"; "laycock.kelly@epa.gov"; "militscher.chris@epa.gov"; "myra.reece@des.sc.gov";
"rhonda.thompson@des.sc.gov"; "juli.blalock@des.sc.gov"; "christopher.stout@des.sc.gov";
"renee.shealy@des.sc.gov"; "henry.porter@des.sc.gov"; "ann.clark@des.sc.gov"; "swashington@ors.sc.gov";
"mcaldwell@schac.sc.gov"; "HWEATHE@SCDA.SC.GOV"; "msherrer@scdah.sc.gov"; "EEmerson@scdah.sc.gov";
"EJohnson@scdah.sc.gov"; "MixonG@dnr.sc.gov"; "DanielT@dnr.sc.gov"; "RigginL@dnr.sc.gov";
"boylesR@dnr.sc.gov"; "ddawson@scrpt.com"; "information@admin.sc.gov"; "bhitt@sccommerce.com";
"hwelch@scfc.gov"; "charlesnortonjr@scdps.gov"; "Dwaynewilson@scdps.gov"; "Leecatoe@scdps.gov";
"Alanparker@scdps.gov"; "davidhilpisch@scdps.gov"; "thomaswhite@scdsp.gov"; "Tabithajenkins@scdps.gov";
"sara@scwf.org"; "mrobertson@tnc.org"; "michelle@scnhc.com"; "mhoffstatter@nwtf.net";
"Clancy_C@bellsouth.net"; "toombs@cherokee.org"; "wenonahh@ccppcrafts.com";
"Section106@muscogeenation.com"; Creech, Ted; Moore, Kelly, E.; Leaphart, Andrew, T.; Perry, Rob; Powell,
Justin, P.; "tomfernandez@scsenate.gov"; "brianadams@scsenate.gov"; "seanbennett@scsenate.gov";
"mattleber@scsenate.gov"; "DeonTedder@scshouse.gov"; "harrietholman@schouse.gov";
"garybrewer@schouse.gov"; "gildacobbhunter@schouse.gov"; "gilgatch@schouse.gov";
"chrismurphy@schouse.gov"; "robertrobbins@schouse.gov"; "tiffanyspannwilder@schouse.gov";
"justinbamberg@schouse.gov"; "ronm@bcdcog.com"; "johnny.cribb@berkeleycountysc.gov";
"Danny.thrower@berkeleycountysc.gov"; "jward@dorchestercountysc.gov"; "PSmith@DorchesterCountySC.gov";
"DChinnis@DorchesterCountySC.gov"; "RMRanck@DorchesterCountySC.gov";
"SFriddle@DorchesterCountySC.gov"; "ECrosby@DorchesterCountySC.gov"; "Bill.WRHearn@gmail.com";
"JByars2@DorchesterCountySC.gov"; "publicworks@dorchestercountysc.gov";
"tmcneal@dorchestercountysc.gov"; "harleyville@usa.net"; "clerk@hollyhill.sc.gov";
"ceh.ridgevillemayor@gmail.com"; "kjohnson@dd4.k12.sc.us"; Johnson, T.J.; Blackwell, J. Britt; Rhodes, Thomas
L.; "vonkolnc1@gmail.com"; "bcole@greenerinstitute.org"; "peedeesierrasc@gmail.com"; York, Ct; Kelly, David,
P.

Subject: I-26 Mile Marker 172-187 Corridor Improvements Environmental Assessment Letter of Intent
Date: Thursday, October 9, 2025 1:30:00 PM
Attachments: P042567 - I-26 MM 172-187 Letter of Intent.pdf

Dear All,
Please find attached a Letter of Intent notifying that SCDOT, in coordination with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), will be initiating an Environmental Assessment for the above
referenced project. Please read through the information and provide comments or responses
if desired. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me.
 
Respectfully,
 
Bill Jurgelski
RPG 1 NEPA Coordinator
SCDOT
955 Park Street
Columbia, SC 29202
803.737.1448
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